Polar Freeze

Chapter 2
Victor Freeze.
A once respected and genius scientist was now trapped inside of a body of a Polar Bear, and cramped up together with several wild ones inside of a Zoo as a way to stay hidden.

It wasn't the most dignified of situations for this well-experienced villain to be in, but for the moment it served as his chance to keep a low profile until the people at Arkham would stop looking for him, and assume he was dead.
Another thing making it pretty hard for the past-human was having to share his new surroundings with these feral beasts, as he couldn't recall a single moment when he didn't have a rivalling male or lovesick female trying to get his attention.

At nights he would end up having the others all sleeping on top of him in a big pile, and to have his new diet being nothing but raw fish and bowls of water was really saying everything. (Making him actually miss for the meals he got served when he was still an inmate at Arkham Asylum.)

Still, his new "lifestyle" proved to be a lot more helpful to him then he could have ever imagine, as just a few days after sneaking into the Gotham Zoo he ended up having two familiar youngsters coming to visit him.
While not recognizing them immediately by their regular clothes the voices of the two was unmistakeable, as it was indeed the voices of two of the three masked menaces that had been such a pain in his back for so long.

Robin and Batgirl!

Not only did he now know what they looked like under the masks, but thanks to their conversations he now also had their real first names "Barbara & Damien" to go after once he would be out of his temporary prison.
"Perhaps this will not only give me the chance to get my revenge on the two, but also a chance to finally finding out where the Batman himself is hiding!" Freeze thought to himself as his ears picked up the sound of something big approaching, and upon turning around he caught a glimpse of one of the other male Polar Bears coming to attack him!
"No! Stop you fool! I wasn't going to touch that last salmon, and you know that!" Freeze tried to talk sense into his fellow Bear, as the two ended up in a bit of a brawl for a few minutes.

Once the other guy finally left him alone Freeze started to plan for how to make his grand escape from the place, as he couldn't see himself staying one more day like this!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

That day soon turned into a few weeks as while it had been fairly easy to scale the outer walls of the Zoo and then jump down into the pit of the Polar Bears, Freeze had not been taking into account how to get himself out of said pit as his big bulky Bear body proved to be to heavy to climb or jump back out of!

It felt so pathetic really that someone as smart as himself didn't have a clue on how to get out from such a simple situation, and the more time passed on the more he could feel his actual human self starting to disappear!
The fact that he was forced into pretending being nothing more then a dumb animal for as long as the Zoo was being open (Which was basically all day, 7 days a week.) meant that he was gradually losing memories of both how to move, behave, and even speak as a human!
Freeze found himself starting to actually fight the other males over parts of "Territory" in the small space they all shared, and whenever that disgusting fish was being served to them he was now ending up being first line to get himself some of the extra big ones.

When the moment finally came when he had been lazily floating on his back in the waters, with a small mountain of half eaten fish resting on his belly, and the reflection of himself being displayed from the Plexiglas wall, it dawned on him just how far he had been accepting of his new lifestyle and that if he didn't do something soon he was going to end up turning completely feral himself!

Hearing those two names "Barbara & Damien" echoing deep in the back of his mind Freeze got reminded of what his goal with breaking out in the first place was all about, as soon another name got him to completely remember who he was.

"Nora!"

Tumbling over in the water Freeze ended up getting face first into the ice-cold waters, which in return made him wake up completely from the "Feral Act" he had slowly been losing himself into.
"I can't let this take over my mind! I can't lose myself to this environment! Nora is counting on me to finding that cure for her! If I let her down then I might as well be dead for real!" Freeze thought to himself as he could see he had some vacation family watching him and the other right now.

"I have been able to handle bigger tasks with less stuff to work with, so this is nothing! I WILL find a way to get myself out of this place!" Freeze kept on thinking as he couldn't let the people watching him and the rest of the Polar Bears actually know about his secret, but (hopefully) soon this would be something he could put way behind himself.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

While finding a way out of the Polar Bear pit still proved to be a daunting task for Freeze to figure out, the mutated scientist knew that the best way to keep his human brain working was to try and keep it trained whenever he was being able to.
This meant that while during all day he had to play along in his role as just another dumb Polar Bear, at nighttimes he would be keeping himself busy doing things like walking on just his hind legs, and speaking to himself non-stop about all kinds of things to make sure he still knew his English. (Something that left the other Polar Bears with a pretty hard time sleeping at some nights, as Freeze would go on rambling for a good while.)
The training did do wonders in keeping him thinking like his normal self during the days, as it made him start catching up on important details like how often the zookeepers would be coming to their place, and especially on WHO it was checking them out.

During one day Freeze caught his eyes on a new guy that had started to work at the place called Frank, and just from having observed how he worked for a few days made it very clear that he would be the perfect key for him to get out of here!
Not only was Frank a relative new guy and had his shift at the Polar Bears just before the Zoo was closing for the day, but his whole attitude showed a man clearly doing this just for the money, and Freeze even spotted how the guy would secretly drink on the job from a small flaks he had hidden within his pants.

All of these little details was just what Freeze had been waiting for, as finally the perfect escape plan was being formed inside of the anthropomorphic Polar Bear's mind.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

After thinking out his whole plan Freeze knew he would also need the help of his fellow Polar Bears to pull it off, and that's why he also would have to use his super strong mutated Ursine body to pull this off!
Having now spent up to 3 weeks with the rest of his Polar Bear friends Freeze had learned who was the one male of the group being seen as the Alpha, as he figured that taking over that role would ensure him that he would have the rest of the group doing exactly as he said.
Knowing now also just how the body language of the Polar Bears worked Freeze knew just what kind of grunts and movements he needed to make in order to show the big guy he was challenging him, and of course the Alpha wasn't late with trying to shut him down in return!
A very brief fight between the two of them started, but given that Freeze both had his much higher intelligent and added strength due to the Mutagen the fight was over after just a 5 minutes of struggles, with Freeze ending up on the top of it. (Being a super easy foe to face compared to what the Bat had always been to him.)
With all the Polar Bears now under his command the one anthro of the group felt ready set his grand plan into action!

As the Zoo was closing down and the last guests was leaving Frank could be seen checking to make sure nobody was left, and that's when Freeze ordered a couple of the Polar Bears to start slamming their arms against the glass repeatedly.
It was something that easily got Frank's attention, as the tired new guy just sighed loudly and mumbled something about, "Big fat dumb dumbs, always asking for more food." as he went and got himself a bucket full of fish to try and get the two silent.

Locking up the door to enter the area Frank was to busy focusing on the two still banging on the glass, that he didn't notice how Freeze was then ordering the rest of the group to mobilise themselves around the area.
On Freeze's command the two Polar Bears that Frank assumed was hungry suddenly stopped what they were doing and started to walk up closer to him, and as the nervous looking guy tried to slowly back up towards the door he suddenly felt how he backed into a big fuzzy gut.

To his horror he found that all the rest of the Polar Bears had been forming a circle around him, and that he now was completely trapped and left to the mercy of the beasts!

Frank is then getting even more freaked out as one particular Polar Bear broke the circle and started to get a lot closer to him, making the guy try to plead for it to spare him.

"I-Is there a-anything I can d-do for y-you?" Frank asked the big Polar Bear without really expecting any kind of answer to be said, so he was taken completely by surprise when he saw the thing suddenly stand on it's hind legs, look down upon him, and say "You could try to start treating us with some respect! We may be animals, but we are still very intelligent creatures!" in perfect English!
It was to much for Frank to handle, as he passed out onto the ground and Freeze was quick with picking up his body and tossing it over his shoulder.

With the doors to the Zoo being so that they will lock automatically upon closing Freezy simply needed to close it behind him once he and Frank had left the Polar Bear pit, leaving the other ones behind as he still needed to do something about Frank himself.
Finding a nearby bench Freezy laid the guy across the thing, before then fishing out the small flask from his pants pocket.

Trying to unscrew the top with these big Bear paws that he now had proved to be the hardest part of his escape plan, but after a few minutes of struggling he finally got the thing open and started to pour some of it over the guy's mouth and shirt, before then leaving the thing on the ground next to him. (Making it look like Frank had ended up passed out drunk on the job, and maybe even making the guy himself think he had simply been hallucinating seeing a talking Polar Bear.)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
With all that taken care of all that was left now for Freeze was to find the main fence of the Zoo, and simply climb it so that he would be completely free from this place once and for all!
Remembering still in his mind from which direction he had entered it was just a small job of keeping an eye on any other Zoo employers scouting the area, and then just using his formidable strength to climb himself free.

Once he made that leap over the very edge of the fence and landed on the other side into a nearby alley Freeze felt like he had managed to pull off the perfect escape without any witnesses, but that's when something truly unexpected happen!

Looking over in the direction which leads to the main street Freeze saw a lonely little girl standing by the very entrance of the alley, and she was looking back at him with great big eyes!
This was the exact thing that Freeze didn't have any plan on what to do with as he considered just running away from the little girl (She was basically almost a toddler after all), but there was something about seeing those eyes of hers that made it almost feel "Bad" to do so.

Looking closer at her he could see that she was carrying around what looked like a Polar Bear plush (Something that probably her parents had bought for her at the Zoo's gift shop), and figured that that would explain a lot on why she looked so amazed over seeing Freeze standing there.
Freeze had at that moment no idea on if he should just be silent and leave or just politely ask the girl to go away, so instead the small child decided to make the decisions by starting to walk towards him!

Feeling a sudden panic rush through him Freeze almost yelled out "NO! STAY BACK!!!", but found himself biting his own tongue out of fear that his voice would end up attract attention from others.

So without being in control of it at all the mighty Polar Freeze found himself completely beaten by this mere child, as she soon ended up standing right in front of him.

It all felt incredibly awkward for the mutant Polar Bear over what to do next, as the small girl didn't say anything and was just starring directly at his big belly. (Being how that was what was on the same eye-level as she was.)
He then felt how her soft little hands started to rub all over his gut, and for being someone with "Freeze" in his name he got this strange "Warm" feeling running through his body as she did so.
Freeze found himself just letting the little girl play with his tummy as much as he wanted, as he kept a firm eye that nobody else was trying to enter the alley and risk seeing them.

After letting that going on for a while the small child then looked up at him, and open her arms wide open.
It took a few seconds for the big Bear to figure out what she meant by that, but once he did Freeze started to bend himself down slowly, before then carefully placing his mighty arms around her small frame, embracing her in a big Bear hug.

Once again for some reason Freeze felt this warm feeling taking over his body, and despite the fact that he was a wanted criminal who really needed to get out of here as quickly as possible, he just felt like he could just share this hug forever.
Their tender moment was interrupted however as a couple of voices started to shout "Angelica!" "Angelica! Where are you?", and Freeze knew it had to be the little girl's parents looking for her!

He didn't know how to tell the girl that she needed to leave him, but to his surprise the girl herself looked like she understood and simply let him let go off her, as she started to leave without making a big fight about it.

As she made her way back however she did stop and turn around one last time to wave him goodbye, to which Freeze was more then happy to do the same.

Upon walking out of the alley and out of view Freeze could hear how the girl was being reunited with her worrying parents as they asked her where she had been, and he could pick up how her cute little voice replied "I said goodbye to Mr. Polar Bear."

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Knowing he couldn't stay in the alley for much longer Freeze made a run for it, as he used Gotham's always very darken streets and neighbourhoods to make himself stay hidden in the shadows as he planned his next move.

First thing he did was to reclaim his gun and goggles from the alley had he had stored them into, and after that things got a lot more complicated.
At this point he knew that everyone would simply assume he was dead, so that at least left some pressure off from his furry back.

The main issue still was that his gun was severally damaged from the bite of the Batman Mutant, and he needed to find a place where he could repair it.
What's more was that he would be vulnerable when being all by himself, so he needed to also find someone that he could have as a temporarily allay for protection.

The problem with that however was that besides himself most of the other big baddie was still locked up at Arkham, meaning that their gangs wouldn't be as willing in wanting to listen to him if their boss wasn't approving it.

That's when an idea finally came into Freeze's mind, as there was one guy in particular that not only had a vast set of henchmen under his belt and was a highly respected criminal in the Gotham under world, but one of his main hideouts would actually be the perfect place for someone like him to "Cool Off".

"I think I am going to pay myself a visit to the "Iceberg Lounge" nightclub."
