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Their first mistake was having practice indoors. Terra wanted them to practice outdoors, so Jaiden's bursts wouldn't cause damage to their ears. Jaiden insisted that they get to practicing as soon as possible. Unfortunately, for all of them, his forceful attitude towards it put them right into one of the gyms.


It was also unfortunate, especially for Adam, that today, he wanted to try alternate ways to launch his Thunderbolt. The zangoose went tumbling to one side as the Double Kick hit him, and his fur bristled as the thunderbolt went flying over him. The explosion as it detonated was deafening, causing the girls on the sideline to cover their ears.


The jolteon laughed and bounced a little where he stood. "C'mon, Adam!" he taunted. "Is that all you've got?"


"Are you fucking stupid?!" Adam shouted as he got up and attempted to clear his ears out. "You're gonna make us all deaf! Do it again and we're done." Jaiden smirked and dashed towards him. He was going to do it again. The zangoose stood his ground, his green eyes flickering for a brief moment. As he expected, a leg would extend out to strike at him.


His Detect kicked in, and he grabbed hold of the extended bit of teammate. "I said..." He snarled and quickly threw his weight, lifting Jaiden off the ground and flinging him across the arena. "KNOCK IT OFF!" 


The jolteon tumbled a little bit, landing on his hands and knees. It was something he'd practiced before, and what had gotten him so far in the last competition he was in. What he didn't expect was to have a pair of claws slashing across his chest when he got up. His reaction time was slow, leaving his shirt with two large rents in it, creating a jagged X in it. Adam kept moving, attacking as quick as he could to keep Jaiden off balance and to back him up. "Adam! Cut it out!" He brought his arms up to deflect the blows that were coming from the enraged Zangoose. Each blow hurt, but he knew the full force of the blows would hurt more.


He eventually found himself backed against a wall, outside of the arena, and Adam's claws sunk to either side of the head. He glared at the jolteon. "When I tell you to lay off, you lay off. Do I make myself clear?" He snarled, his teeth bared.


"I'm sorry, Adam!" the pinned male whined. "I didn't-"


"No, you didn't. You hurt my ears with that blast! Save it for the larger arenas, damn it!" He leaned closer, the snarl becoming very apparent to him.


Terra got up, finally, and rushed over to help. "Adam," she called. "Stop it. It's over now." The cubone slid up behind the zangoose and slowly ran her fingers along his ears. Jaiden sighed in relief as Adam's expression instantly relaxed. He slipped out and backed away. "He's not going to do it again until we have the space to do it safely, or we're going to bench him, okay?"


"Y-yes...Terra." He pulled his claws free of the wall and reached back to pull her against his back. "You gonna keep playing with my ears?"


"Mmm...maybe later." She smiled and wrapped her arms around his neck. "Tallulah wanted to challenge me to a little duel. I'm going to indulge her. Then, maybe, we can play with your ears." Adam chirped happily and let her go. "Thank you, dear. Go sit down with Jaiden, and don't hurt him." He smirked and stalked over to where the Manaphy was sitting.


The elegant blue girl rose to her feet and stretched. "Thank you, Adam," she said with a stretch. "I was getting frightfully bored." She smirked, running her fingers along her necklace almost tauntingly.


"Yeah yeah. You're almost as bad as thunderfoot over there." He shook his head and sat down on the floor.


"Jealous, I'm sure." She smirked and headed to where Terra was standing.


"Yeah, I'm so jealous that Terra's my girlfriend and not you." He smirked, knowing how that got under her skin. The water sprite frowned and looked at him. "What? I'm just saying."


"Adam!" Terra called. "That was uncalled for."


"It's okay, Terra. I can take being picked on." She glared at the zangoose. "Well, shall we begin?"


"All right, your words."


"Wait, what?" She turned around just in time to duck under the bone that went flying over her head. "Hey! Terra! What the hell?"


The cubone smirked and pointed. "Look behind you, silly."


"What?" She turned around. She wasn't fast enough this time; the bone slammed across her face and knocked her down. 


It returned to Terra's outstretched hand. "Gotta be careful, Tallulah. What have I told you about that?"


The manaphy got to her feet, a light blue glow circling her body. Her face was beet red, and her expression less than pleasant. "I'll show you!" The glow pulsed a little bit. She slammed her fists forward, and from it erupted a sharp blast of water. It moved swiftly; Terra was barely able to get her club up to deflect it, and found herself staggering her stance.


"See, that's better." She smirked and grabbed the other end of her club with her other hand, bringing it up for another block. "Hit me again."


Tallulah growled. "Terra! You're not being fair! You're supposed to fall down when I squirt you!" She was unsure of what to do next. Terra was obviously waiting for something. She shifted uneasily.


"C'mon. You're going too slow. If this were a real battle, you'd be knocked out already!"


She whined. "Shut up!" She opened her mouth and blew out a stream of bubbles. They quickly filled Terra's side of the arena up and started popping. "There's no way she can avoid that," Tallulah thought to herself as the bubbles disappeared. She gasped when she saw the cubone had disappeared. She looked around frantically. “Terra?"


The ground below her erupted, throwing her down as the cubone leaped out of the ground. Terra laughed, but didn't waste any time. She quickly dug back into the hole.


"Dammit Terra! I'm supposed to win!" Tallulah got to her feet again, her body shimmering with an acid sheath. "C'mon! Hit me again!"


"She can't hear you, Tallulah!" Adam called from the sidelines. "She can't hear anyone while she's underground."


The manaphy groaned and took a step back. Her aqua ring began to shimmer as its power faded. "No...this isn't cool." This distraction was enough to let Terra to pop up and throw her on the ground. The ring of water shattered as Tallulah hit. Terra stepped over to her, looking down. "Yield?"


She grunted and slammed her fists on the ground. "...yeah." She took the offered hand and stood up. "Why? Why did I lose?"


"Because you were too distracted." She smiled and crossed her arms. "I've warned you about this in the past. It's what's keeping you back. S'why Adam was saying those things to you."


"You mean..."


"Yep." Adam wrapped his arms around Terra's waist and rested his head on her shoulder. "It was a set up. Jaiden was even in on it."


Jaiden rubbed his wrists as he joined the group. "Yeah. I wish the blows were acting, though." He smiled and offered his hands to Tallulah. "You okay?"


"No." She frowned and sat down, crossing her arms across her chest. "I don't like having pranks played on me."


The jolteon sighed and shook his head. "How about this? We go and get you a new pair of shoes and me a new shirt." He looked at Adam, who rolled his eyes and started to dig through his wallet.


Tallulah was up on her feet and hugging Jaiden within seconds. "Eee! Thank you Jaiden!"


"Hey! You're welcome! Just don't knock me over!" He took the money Adam handed to him and ushered the manaphy outside. "See you guys later."


"Sorry about the shirt, Jaiden," Adam called back.


"Talk to you later," Terra added. She sighed and wrapped her arms around his waist. "Well, that was fun. Hopefully, she learns her lesson. She's older than all three of us, and we're more mature than she is."


"It's only by a year. Cut her some slack."


She smiled and took her helmet off. "Well, I'm bushed. Wanna go grab something to eat?"


"But...but..." He reached up and traced along the tattoo design on her face. "...you were going to rub my ears."


She laughed and put the helmet on his head, burying his ears beneath the bone. "You're a dork." She lifted it just enough to place a kiss on his lips. "We can play with your ears after we eat."


He blushed and took the helmet off. "Okay. Fine." She giggled and pulled him along. "I'm thinking sushi."

END

